
 I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity
of media ownership. These rules were adopted to ensure that the public
          would receive a diverse range of viewpoints from the media, and not
          simply the opinions of a handful of media conglomerates.

 I appreciate that Kenneth Ferree from the FCC appeared this morning on the
Democracy Now radio-tv program so I could hear the views of FCC members
directly.  I was astonished to hear him deride the need for public discussion
and debate with the comment that  'We don't have to go on a ...whistle-stop tour
to find out what people want.  They can e-mail me...at www.fcc.gov."
E-Mail him?  That is NOT public debate, where people get to hear each OTHER'S
ideas and opinions and TOGETHER develop views along with a sense of being part
of a constituency, which, it goes without saying, is something any legitimate
administration in a democracy should be operating to support.  Or  is Mr. Ferree
afraid of democratizing the decision-making process at the FCC?  E-mail
communications between individual citizens or groups and Mr. Ferree only serves
to maintain the power and control of the FCC over the debate.  I strongly urge
Kenneth Ferree and others at the FCC to rethink their decision-making process to
more democratically engage the citizens they are supposed to serve by scheduling
a wide range of public forums on the broad overhaul of FCC regulations currently
under consideration.
     Additionally, I might note that despite Mr. Ferree's repeated assertions
that his e-mail was readily available on the FCC.gov website, after 15 minutes
on the site I was only able to find his telephone number.


